
Grassroots: Newsletter of the Grassland Society of Southern Africa ▪ September 2007 ▪ Vol 7 ▪ No. 3 

4 

NewsNews  

The GSSA Trust, an 
independent Trust fund 
established to further 
the aims of the Society, 
has been through a 
process of much-
needed restructuring, in 
order to comply with 
legislation as well as 
the GSSA and Trust 
constitutions.    

Under the leader-

ship of Winston Trol-
lope, the former chair-
man, and John Clayton, 
the Treasurer, the Trust 
has conducted a thor-
ough review of its finan-
cial position.  The Trust 
has now developed a 
formal policy for dis-
bursement of funds, 
based on the current 
and projected financial 

position of the Trust, 
and on the aims of the 
Society. 

Applications to 
Trust for funding should 
be made to the Admin-
istrator, Freyni du Toit, 
at admin@gssa.co.za. 

Klaus Kellner was 
elected Trust Chairman 
in July, at Grahams-
town.   

GSSA Trust formalises funding 

procedure 

Prof Sue Milton was 
nominated by the 
GSSA for the 2007 
Woman of the Year 
Awards in the Science 
and Technology cate-
gory for her out-
standing contributions 
to understanding and 
teaching the ecology 

of the Karoo (see 
Grassroots Vol 5 no 3, 
p. 17).  Thousands of 
nominations in seven 
categories were re-
ceived by the judging 
panel, and Sue Milton 
was one of the three 
finalists in the Science 
and Technology Cate-

gory.  Prof. Milton was 
awarded the GSSA 
Prestige Merit Award 
for her work, and be-
ing a finalist in the 
Woman of the Year 
Award is a fitting trib-
ute to her achieve-
ments. 

Prof Sue Milton Finalist in Shoprite-

Checkers SABC 2 woman of the 

Year Awards. 
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Sherryn Thompson is 
trying to get permis-
sion to trial switch-
grass in South Africa 
for biofuel purposes. 
She would like to 
know whether there 
would be any objec-
tions to these trials 
and the consequent 
growing of the grass. 
She will also be look-
ing at mixing the 

switchgrass with the 
various "prairie 
grasses" as this 
method has much 
higher yields than the 
switchgrass on it's 
own. Please send her 
your opinions and any 
contact details that 
might help with her 
research. Email: ac-
tion1@mweb.co.za 

Information required for biofuel 

trials 

Graham Kerley to-
gether with Andre 
Boshoff and Peter 
Lloyd have recently 
collaborated to re-
lease the second edi-
tion of C J Skead's 
Historical Incidence 
of the Larger Land 
Mammals in the 
Broader Eastern 
Cape. Visit the web-
site (http://
www.gssa.co.za/
main.asp?
nav=Publications) to 
view or download the 
brochure for more 
details. 

New book 

released 

All members who have published a book, 
send electronic brochures to Freyni 
(admin@gssa.co.za) to post on the web-
site under the “Publications” section . 

The KZN Department 
of Agriculture and Envi-
ronmental Affairs 
hosted a successful 
goat farmer’s day for 
small-scale farmers at 
the Royal Agricultural 
Show in Pietermartitz-
burg in May.  The day 
was opened by the 
MEC for Agriculture, Mr 
ME Mthimkhulu, who 

welcomed the farmers 
and encouraged them 
to develop their poten-
tial as goat farmers.  A 
number of speakers 
from the Department, 
HEIFER International, 
Intervet (who spon-
sored the day) and a 
commercial goat farmer 
discussed various as-
pects of goat produc-

tion such as goat 
health, breeding , mar-
keting and showing 
animals.  The farmers 
expressed their grati-
tude to the organisers 
for sharing their infor-
mation, and the Depart-
ment and the Royal 
Showgrounds have 
agreed to continue their 
collaboration next year. 

Goat farmers day at Royal Show in Pietermaritzburg 
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The MESG offers a multidiscipli-
nary research programme investi-
gating the flora and fauna of south-
ern Africa. Ongoing and past re-
search projects include molecular 
systematic studies on plants and 
animals (molluscs, cicadas, and 
crustaceans). Exciting study oppor-
tunities exist for students in the 
MESG. MSc, PhD and post-
doctoral NRF bursaries are avail-
able for students interested in con-
ducting research on the following: 

•  A molecular and morphologi-
cal study on lineages within 
the Euryops / Othonna 
(Asteraceae) complex. Prelimi-
nary investigations have iden-
tified several lineages within 
this group of daisies. An op-
portunity exists for one or 
more of these to be studies in 
detail using DNA and morpho-
logical techniques at MSc, 
PhD or post-doc level. 

• The systematics of the daisy 
genus Berkheya and allies. 
This project will continue an 
initial molecular study into this 
interesting group of daisies 
which have species from the 
Cape to Ethiopian highlands. 
The main approach would be 
molecular, and this project 

would make a good MSc or 
PhD. 

• A molecular systematic study 
of the grass genus Stipa-
grostis. This genus is southern 
African, and is a major floristic 
and ecological component of 
the arid and semi-arid regions 
of the subcontinent. This study 
would entail substantial field 
work / collecting, followed by 
molecular studies to determine 
species relationships within 
the genus. Suitable as an MSc 
or preferably a PhD project.  

• Several phylogeographic stud-
ies (i.e. below the species 
level,or of species complexes) 
of plants such as the grasses 
Merxmuellera stricta and M. 
d i s t i c h a ,  B u l b i n e 
(Asphodelaceae), and a range 
of other taxa. Suitable for MSc 
projects. 

Please note that students with a 
background in systematics (i.e. 
systematics / taxonomy at the un-
dergrad / Hons level would be pre-
ferred). For additional information 
please contact Prof. Nigel Barker, 
Dept. Botany, Rhodes University. 
Email: n.barker@ru.ac.za Phone: 
(046) 603 8715. Fax: (046) 622 
5524. 

Bursaries and study opportunities 2008: Plant 

Systematics and Biogeography The Rhodes 

University's Molecular Ecology and Systematics 

Group (MESG)  
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The Council met on 16 

July 2007 prior to the 

start of Congress 42 at 

Rhodes University, Gra-

hamstown.  The AGM 

was also held at Con-

gress. 

The venue for Congress 

was excellent and it was 

pleasing to see the large 

number of delegates 

attending.  Congress 42 

was a joint congress be-

tween the GSSA and the 

Thicket Forum, which 

ensured good interaction 

between these two socie-

ties.  Improved poster 

and paper adjudication 

guidelines were tested at 

Congress. 

Council is happy to 

announce that the 

GSSA website is con-

tributing tremendously 

to the communication 

within the Society, par-

ticularly with the Grass-

roots available elec-

tronically. Members 

should however still 

look forward to receiv-

ing a hardcopy, as it 

currently boasts a new 

glossy cover.  Council 

is also investigating the 

possibility of a colour 

Council News 

cover for the Grass-

roots. 

A concern has been 

raised within Council 

regarding the number of 

papers submitted to the 

Journal that need major 

revision.  Is this a result 

of lower standards and 

quality or are referees 

being stricter than in the 

past? 

The financial situation 

of the Society is stead-

ily improving and some 

defaulted members 

have also been con-

vinced to pay their 

dues.  The GSSA has 

also been registered as 

a Non-Profit Organiza-

tion, which holds vari-

ous benefits for the 

Society. 

The PAC discussed pro-

cedures for the registra-

tion of professional mem-

bers and also indicated 

that it can only serve in 

an advisory capacity with 

regards to commenting 

on Government policies 

or draft Bills. 

New and coordinated 

advertorial material, 

such as banners, fliers 

and posters has been 

developed.  The Society 

received some televi-

sion coverage on SABC 

2 and AgriTV also at-

tended Congress.  Sue 

Milton was nominated 

for the Shoprite/

Checkers Woman of the 

Year Award and she 

was chosen as one of 

the three finalists in the 

Science category.  Well 

done, Sue! 

Congress 43 will be held 

in Mpumalanga in 2008.  

Rina Grant has agreed to 

drive the organization of 

Congress and has al-

ready proposed a num-

ber of symposia for the 

event. 

Council said goodbye 

to two members, 

name l y Anne lene 

Swanepoel, the Immedi-

ate Past-President and 

Winston Trollope, the 

Chairman of Trust.  

Both made major con-

tributions to the run-

ning of the GSSA.  Two 

new members joined 

Council, the new Vice-

president, Pieter Conra-

die and Phillip Botha as 

additional member. 


